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Misconduct on school buses poses 
threat to safety; monitors needed 

briefs 

Teller service 
Beginning Oct. 9, there w i l l be 

00 Automatic Teller Machine 
(ATM) service at the Robinson 
Barracks shopping center. The cut
off is due to the construction o f a 
second A T M and night depositoiy 
building at the current site. Ful l 
service is anticipated to resume 
the first week o f November. 

Busing policy 
The Greater Stuttgarj M i l i ta ry 

Community requires that all stu
dents riding the bus to and from 
GSMC schools have a bus pass. 
Passes are obtained from the com
munity where the student resides. 
Students residing in the Ludwigs-
burg- Komwestheim Mi l i ta ry Sub-
community can get their passes 
from Communi ty HQ, Ludendorff 
Kaseme, bldg. 605, room 120, 
from 7:30 a.m. to noon, and from, 
1-4:30 p.m. Monday through Fr i 
day. For more information call 
428-2343/2665. 

Correction 
Sick call for the Pediatrics Cl in

ic has been changed from the af
ternoon, Monday through Thurs
day, to the morning. Patients can 
call at 7:30 a.m. for a same-day 
appointment for a 10-minute sick-
call t ime slot. Appointments w i l l 
be from 9 to 11:15 a.m. Point o f 
contact is Capt. Michael Henrick-
son, M . D . , who can be reached at 
4222-837/751. 

Lighting tests 
In conjunction wi th the Federal 

Republic o f Germany's 33rd Inter
national Motor Vehicle Light ing 
Equipment program, AAFES-Eu-
rope is offering free l ighting equip
ment tests during the month o f 
October. AAFES-Europe garages 
wi l l test vehicle l ighting and en
sure windshield wipers and tires 
meet acceptable safety standards. 
In addit ion, AAFES is reducing 
the price o f its brake system check 
during this t ime from $6.50 to $4. 

Customers having the light test 
done wi l l receive a "Light Test '89" 
sticker to show they are operating a 
vehicle which meets standards. 

Mailing deadlines 
The postal service encourages 

the early mai l ing o f letters and 
parcels during the Christmas sea
son to ensure their prompt arr ival. 
Mai l ing deadlines are: 

Europe to CONUS: S A M par
cels - Nov. 22, PAL parcels - Dec. 
1 and letters and pr ior i ty parcels -
Dec. 8. 

CONUS to Europe; Surface -
Oct. 13, S A M parcels - Nov. 13, 
PAL parcels - Nov. 24, and letters 
and pr ior i ty parcels - Etec. 1. 

To receive additional informa
tion re^ rd ing the various classes 
of mai l ing and their rates, visi t 
your local A rmy Post Office. 

A l l APOs w i l l be closed on Oct. 9, 
Columbtis Day. 

by Donna Walker 
Commmd Information Officer 

The Greater Stuttgart M i l i ta ry Com
munity badly needs a school bus moni tor 
program, but chances o f getting money 
from Congress for i t is unlikely, said 
school officials at the GSMC Schools 
Advisory Committee meeting Sept. 14. 

GSMC officials say misconduct on 
buses is a growing problem that poses a 
serious threat to the safety o f students 
r id ing the buses. The only remedy they 
see is placing monitors on them. 

" A t a meeting o f the Advisory Council 
on Dependent Education, the statement 
was made that some people, like the 
GSMC Commander, have an interest i n 
the subject o f school bus monitors. Con
gress won' t appropriate money, because 
the type o f money they give to DoDDs 
should be similar to that given to state
side schools. The average school system 
i n the states doesn't give money for 
that," said Dr . G lynn Turquand, Patch 
Elementary School principal. 

H is comment referred to the m i n 
utes o f the A p r i l 21-22 counci l meeting 
i n Washington, D.C. , wh ich reported 
bus moni tors "are not considered es
sential to p rov id ing an education com
parable to that wh ich is prov ided in 
the States." 

Winston Garth, GSMC chief o f trans
portation said, "The absence o f an adult 
moni tor on the bus, the inadequate com
mand o f the English language by the 
drivers and insumcienl involvement by 
parents perpetuate the misconduct prob
lem." 

Another obstacle is that Department 
o f Defense employees, mi l i tary or c iv i l 
ian, cannot be assigned as bus monitors. 
According to Garth, " I t is vir tual ly i m 
possible to have a viable volunteer mon
i tor program due to the size and number 
o f routes that must be covered." I n 
GSMC, 154 bus routes, 94 buses, 54 car
ryalls and up to 50 sedans are used per 
day. 

But, said Turquand, the volunteer al
ternative should not be overlooked. He 
ui^ed committee to use "volunteers 
wherever possible to set up a good strong 
bus moni tor program unt i l we can get the 
money." 

Boeblingen Elementary School already 
has a bus moni tor program i n operation. 
According to Principal Dee Edwards, 
"Volunteers who already work i n the 
school one-to-three days a week also 
monitor the buses on those days. I t 
works very we l l , " she said, "because we 
always have the same person on the bus. 
Those are model buses." 

A t the direction o f the Schools Advis
ory Council Chairman Maj . Gen. James 
B. Al len, Jr., the GSMC director o f logis
tics, L t . Col . Charlton Bailey, and Patch 
schools substitute teacher Jane Whidby 
w i l l study the GSMC school busing prob
lem and present findings and recommen
dations at the next advisory council 
meeting. 

I n the meantime, said Garth, D O L has 
ini t iated a Qual i ty Assurance Surveil-
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Students board a school bus with balloons, pins and cards at Boeblingen 
Elementary School as a thank-you gesture to the drivers during School Bus 
Safety Week. Nearly 480 BES students are in the care of 36 drivers each 
day. BES also is one of the few GSMC schools with a successful school bus 
monitor program. These volunteers also donate their time working in the 
school during the day. 

lance Plan to moni tor student and driver 
behavior to assure the safe operation o f 
all individuals on school buses. Qual i ty 
Assurance Inspectors w i l l cover problem 
routes in their assigned geographic area. 
Two-way radio communication in the i n 
spectors' vehicles and buses w i l l allow 
for on-the-spot identif ication and correc
t ive action on severe incidents o f mis

conduct. Lessons learned w i l l be shared 
w i th contractors, subcommunities and 
school officials. 

"The problem is particularly di f f icul t 
in GSMC due to the geographic configu
rat ion o f the subcommunities. Garth 
said. "Ul t imate ly , parents have the re
sponsibil i ty for the conduct o f their ch i l 
dren riding school buses." 


